


PEN THE FAMILY TOMB 
AND THE ENTRANCE OF 
SIGNORA SGULP 


August9 “You're happy, you’re smiling . .. but you're 
just a little uneasy because in fact you’re dead.” 

Fellini is coaching Annibale Ninchi in the family vault, built on the 
firing range near a high wall that extends out of sight and just behind the 
main street of the spa. Our friend, the Cecchignola wind, is back, raising 
clouds of dust, and the sun is beating down on the Roman countryside. 

Ninchi arrived this morning from Pescara, where he was in a play. He 
had to cut some of his lines in order to catch the night train. “I couldn’t 
upset Fellini’s schedule,” he told me. 

He is a very old gentleman who does not look his age; very polite, very 
congenial. Federico defers to him and apologizes for having intruded on 
him. “But you know I couldn’t give Marcello another father,” he explains. 
Ninchi played Marcello’s father in La Dolce Vita. 

We are shooting the continuation of Guido’s dream when he falls asleep 
beside Carla (Sequence 7). In the beginning of the dream his mother was 
wiping the walls of Carla’s room. Now she is wiping the walls of the 
vault; its door is identical with those of the elevators in the hotel. Inside 
the vault, the father is complaining to Guido that the ceiling is too low. The 
grotesque procession has been replaced by a visit from Pace and Conocchia. 
The father asks whether they are satisfied with Guido. They answer with 
negative gestures. Marcello is wearing the school uniform of his boyhood, a 
dark jacket with military collar and a long cape. 


August 10 Guido Alberti is going on vacation until the end of 
the month, and Fellini promises not to send for him, as he has already done 
once. Before he leaves, Alberti gives a luncheon for Annibale Ninchi. 
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